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Oct 27 2021 Boston VMUG UserCon

Disclaimer
My presentation today is not associated with my employer, 
my day job. I’m attending this VMUG today as content 
creator at TinkerTry.com. All major product releases have 
issues, this presentation focuses on helpful, constructive, 
positive stories of success in hopes of helping others smooth 
out the inevitable rough edges they’ll experience too. After 
lab testing, I’m much more familiar with the VMware 
vSphere 7.0 Update 3 that my customers will be putting into 
production.



• Background
• Everything I plan to talk about today, including this 

slide deck, is published at
No future for booting ESXi from USB in VMware 
home labs, using max endurance microSD for ESXi 
7.0U3 now, SATADOM or M.2 SATA later

• The rest of this deck is reference material

Outline

../more-reliable-booting-of-esxi-7-from-microsd
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Where?

VMUG Advantage EVALExperience is 
another way, use discount code TINKERTRY
to bring the $200 cost down 10%.

../../https@www.vmug.com/membership/vmug-advantage-membership#leaderboardtinkertry


My portable datacenter is identical to what I run at home

The Xeon D Supermicro SuperServer "Bundle 2" of 

joy, a complete home datacenter virtualization 

solution that really flies

../articles/my-tinkertry-d-xeon-d-bundle-2-supermicro-superserver-bundle-2-of-joy


My Home Lab Workbench





Even if you’re 
back-level, 

don’t worry, 
got your back!

../../https@twitter.com/paulbraren/status/1197704523399278592@s=20
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Demo Time!

1. VMware vSphere Client showing VCSA 7.0U3a and ESXi 7.0U3
2. Show M.2 NVMe SSDs & datastores
3. Compare with USB datastores
4. Windows 11 VM
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My work story
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@paulbraren

Twitter
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October 2015 – July of 2021
Well over 1,000 folks bought Bundles from Wiredzone, with less than a 
0.5% return rate.

TinkerTry'd Supermicro SuperServer Bundle - powerful and efficient home virtualization lab solutions

../articles/superservers


• Two USB 3.0 ports

Around back



The VMUG Advantage EVALExperience and the VMware vExpert programs do not include any 
VMware vSphere support, and are intended for non-production workloads.

While Xeon D-1500 CPUs are on the VMware Compatibility Guide (VCG), VMware support goes 
by your system model, e.g. Supermicro SuperServer SYS-5028D-TN4T.

I paid ~$576 for vSphere Essentials, as I run some “production” VMs and I need to know
what my readership experiences.

I paid $308 for Per Incident Support - vSphere Essentials.

I tried opening a ticket in mid-April, and failed to get an SR# assigned due to my system
SYS-5028D-TN4T not being on the VCG for ESXi  7.0U1.

This has since been resolved, it’s on the VCG for ESXi up through 7.0U3!

How do you do bug reports for complex issues when you can’t even open a ticket?

Support Challenges & Mythbusting

../../https@store-us.vmware.com/vmware-vsphere-essentials-kit-282883900.html
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In case you’re interested
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